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EME History 


By knowing where we came from, we 
can understand where we are going. 
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Introduction 


By Colonel (Ret’d) M.C. Johnston 


Well you might ask, "Why do Craftsmen save all of those Electrical and Mechanical 
Engineering (EME) flags, badges and deployment souvenirs?" A quick answer is, 
"Because those things inspire them to do their best to keep equipment operational no 
matter what." But there's more to it than that. 


Man is a social animal who prefers to live in groups and knows that he must 
contribute to the group's success in order to survive. Man is also an emotional animal 
and knows that taking pride in what he does helps him to optimize his contribution to 
the groups’ success. 


But groups compete and fight one another. As groups get bigger and become tribes 
and nations, they need identifiers so that their soldiers fight their opponents, not 
themselves. So badges and uniforms are introduced. 


Manoeuvre and control are keys to a groups’ battlefield success so flags are introduced 
as rallying devices to guide units on a flanking manoeuvre, and ultimately, in leading 
the unit's charge against the enemy. Capturing the enemy's flag becomes the symbol 
of victory. Having ones unit flag adorned with the names of victories maximizes a 
soldier's pride in being part of that unit and its victories. 


A soldier's life is tough, hard and dangerous. It is difficult to lure citizens away from 
warm homes and hearths to the defence of the nation. Something is needed to inspire 
them to do so. So records of victories, in the form of monuments and lists naming 
participating units and soldiers are introduced. And on an individual level, campaign 
medals and medals for outstanding service and bravery are introduced. 


A century ago, the individual soldier with his personal weapons dominated the 
battlefield. Today, crew served weapons dominate the battlefield. One key to success 
on the battlefield is keeping all of this equipment current and fit for operations. Hence 
over the past century, the role and importance of soldiers who have added value as 
technicians who can maintain equipment in the front lines and thus minimize "down 
time" for maintenance has increased. 


The need for front line maintenance leads to the need for the maintenance unit and 
individual technician recognition. They are proud of their successes to keep equipment 
operational on whatever deployment they have served. Souvenirs of their deployments 
recall those successes and inspire them and to continue to do their best no matter 
what. More importantly, it inspires new Craftsmen to measure up to that standard. 


As a result, those EME flags, badges and deployment souvenirs have come to reflect 
the image of our EME Branch as the combat-ready soldier-technician out doing a 
dirty, difficult, and dangerous job keeping equipment operationally fit no matter what 
- everywhere the action is. 


And that is why Craftsmen save all of those EME flags, badges and deployment 
souvenirs. 
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The EME Phase IV Students, 2006 


Captain DeLadurantaye 
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Second Lieutenant Optis 
Second Lieutenant Payant 
Second Lieutenant Pickard 
Second Lieutenant Pratt 
Second Lieutenant Rigden 
Second Lieutenant Speiran 
Second Lieutenant Sura 
Second Lieutenant Sutton 
Second Lieutenant Thomas 
Second Lieutenant Wriedt 


Second Lieutenant Yuen 
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Sadie entered the ranks during the winter of 1943 after being discovered by Ist 
Canadian Infantry Division, 1st Infantry Troops Workshop, Royal Canadian Electrical 
and Mechanical Engineering (RCEME). She was discovered in a villa near the war torn 
Italian town of Lanciano along the Adriatic coast. The Villa had been reduced to rubble 
with only the statue of a beautiful peasant girl still standing in its centre. Truly a sight 
for sore eyes, war weary RCEME Craftsmen won her heart and convinced her to return 
to their camp. Upon arrival, she volunteered to stand guard outside the workshop 
Receipts and Issue tent where she was issued her rifle, helmet, bayonet, and soon 
became Known as Sadie. A morale booster, she spent the remainder of the campaign 
standing guard outside the Receipts and Issues tent affectionately greeting all who 
approached her. As the workshop moved throughout the European theatre, so did she. 
By war’s end she ended up in Arnhem, Holland after a rigorous trip through France 
and Belgium. An integral part of the workshop, Sadie wasn’t about to be abandoned in 
Europe at war’s end. Her comrades helped her ‘immigrate’ to Canada where she was 
posted to the RCEME School in Barriefield near Kingston. When the RCEME School 
moved to Borden, Sadie happily moved and stood guard in the Borden Military 
Museum. Saddened by her separation from her RCEME brethren, Sadie was moved to 
the Canadian Forces School of Electrical and Mechanical Engineering (CFSEME) 
Headquarters to rejoin the ranks with the craftsmen. Sadie has since been posted to 
CFSEME Regimental Company in order to help develop new EME tradesmen and 
officers. 


In recognition of 62 years of service, Sadie recently received her 5th rosette to go on 
her Canadian Decoration (CD). A constant figure at EME events, Sadie intends to 
stand along side her comrades for many years to come. 
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The RCEME Chairs 





The RCEME chairs were manufactured by Gibbard Furniture Shops Ltd of Napanee, 
Ontario. They have been manufacturers of fine furniture for more than 100 years. 
These chairs were originally paid for by the Officers’ Fund (while still at CFB Kingston) 
and are made of very high quality cherry wood. Although the purchase date is 
unknown, Colonel (Ret’d) M.C. Johnston recalls sitting in them in the mid-1950s. 


These chairs had their home in the Vimy Officers’ Mess, at CFB Kingston where they 
were used for various functions such as mess dinners and parades. The three chairs 
were used at the head table for the Guest of Honour, CO and/or special guests. For 
formal parades, these chairs were reserved at the dais for the Reviewing Officer and 


party. 


On 13 February 2004, the mess notified CFSEME that the head chair had sustained 
substantial damage that could not be accounted for. Mr. Richard Ratensperger picked 
up all the chairs and returned them to CFSEME. On 16 February 2004, he took the 
head chair to Angel’s Refinishing for a repair estimate. On prior occasions, Gibbard 
Furniture had sent clients to Angel’s Refinishing to have their pieces refinished. There 
was no damage to the leather on the chair though Mr. Ratensperger indicated that the 
seat springs and other components showed signs of wear and that it would be best to 
do a complete restoration at this time. 


All of the RCEME Chairs hold a certain historical value to the EME Branch, as they 
were purchased not long after the Branch’s founding. As a result of their historical 
significance, the Branch has expressed interest in the maintenance and preservation 
of these items. 
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The Kingston Lances 





The Kingston Lances are 1858 pattern lances. These types of lances were once carried 
by soldiers known as ‘Senior Ranks’ and ‘Sergeants’, equivalent to today’s Master 
Corporals. They were selected to always carry the lance to allow the troops to gather 
around them after fighting. The Corps of RCEME, following mounted troops tradition 
for Organization, Orders of Dress and Accoutrements, introduced the use of lance 
parties in the late 1940s. The original lances were a gift to the Corps by 38 Technical 
Squadron, RCEME, Western Command, with the earliest documented parade using 
the lance party being in 1952 at the RCEME School in Barriefield (CFB Kingston, 
McNaughton Barracks). 


In 1986, Colonel (Ret’d) M.C. Johnston presented the original lances to the CFB 
Kingston Officers’ Mess (Vimy Barracks). This was in recognition of the 
establishment’s former role as the RCEME Home Station Officers’ Mess. 


The lances show the association of the EME Branch to the Armoured Corps. The fact 
that they are 1858 pattern lances coincides with the period that the Corps of 
Armourer Sergeants was formed. The importance to the Branch is further illustrated 
in the inscription on the large plaque mounted above the lances: 


“For thirty years, 1940 —- 1970, Canadian Craftsmen, Officers, artificers, mechanics, 
technicians and recruits of the Royal Canadian Ordnance Corps, (Engineering), the 
Corps of Royal Canadian Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, and the land Ordnance 
Engineering Branch trained at Barriefield. Their school here, initially called a 
Canadian Ordnance Training Center, was renamed several times including A21 
Canadian Ordnance Corps Training Center, The RCEME School, and the Canadian 
Forces School of Communications and Land Ordnance Engineering. 
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The forty thousand Craftsmen trained at Barriefield amassed a proud record repairing, 
recovering, manufacturing and designing equipment in war, under fire, and during 
peacetime, Barriefield gave them a special camaraderie which they will always 
treasure. 


These lances, which once graced the entrance of the Officers’ Mess, are part of this 
record and tradition of Canada’s Craftsman at Barriefield.” 


The tradition of the lance party was reintroduced at CFSEME during the 60th 
Anniversary of the EME Branch in the summer of 2004 for the official opening of the 
EME Branch Heritage Room. Following this, for the first time in nearly 40 years, a 
lance party accompanied the EME School Guard to the Remembrance Day services at 
the RCEME Memorial Gates in CFB Kingston on 11 November 2005. The lances used 
for these and other ceremonial parades are replicas of the originals that were acquired 
through the assistance of the Lord Strathcona’s Horse Mounted Troop, featuring their 
cipher branded in the balance point. The original lances reside at the Vimy Barracks 
Officers’ Mess in CFB Kingston to this day. The replicas remain at CFSEME. 
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The Montgomery Gun Model 
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The Montgomery Gun Model seen on the left, is a 1:20 scale model of the original rifle 
muzzle loaded (RML) cannon which was built between 1860 and 1868 and installed in 
Halifax for the coastal defence by the British. This type of gun remained in service 
until the beginning of the Great War. 


The history of the model begins with Lieutenant-Colonel S.J. Montgomery, a former 
mechanical engineer, member of the non-permanent active militia and professor at the 
Nova Scotia Technical College. He took measurements of the original cannon in 
Halifax and spent 4000 hours spread over a period of 30 years to produce the different 
parts. In the spring of 1950, Colonel C.R. Boehm, Director of Mechanical Engineering, 
visited Halifax. During this visit, Colonel Bohem met Lieutenant-Colonel Montgomery 
and was shown the model gun. It was offered to the Corps as a gift, and was sent to 
the 202 Workshop Depot. Final assembly was completed in the weapons shop under 
the direction of Lieutenant D.H. Fraser. 


After the model was finished, it was sent to the RCEME School in Barriefield 
(Kingston) to be displayed in the Officers’ Mess. As a part of the EME Corps, it followed 
the school when it moved to Base Borden. The Montgomery Gun Model is now on 
display at Regimental Company, CFSEME, where all who visit, can see and appreciate 
the perfectionism, which contributed to the reputation of the Corps of RCEME. This 
model is an important symbol of the EME Branch because of the time spent in 
drawing, manufacturing, and assembly of the gun in detail down to the threads of the 
Whitworth bolts. 
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The “Jiffy Jeep” 
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The “Jiffy Jeep” or “quick assembly jeep” was a skill demonstration team involving the 
stripping and assembling of an M38A1 Canadian jeep in less than 90 seconds. 
Although the jeep was not roadworthy or compliant with traffic laws, the jeep would be 
driven around after disassembly and reassembly to prove it was functional. The team 
was prevalent at events and air shows, providing publicity to the Corps of RCEME. 


In a larger effort, four demonstration teams were arranged as part of an Armed Forces 
Tattoo for the 1967 Canada Centennial. The overall team consisted of 50 members 
with four jeeps and one spare. Responsibility for training the team was given to the 
Commandant of the RCEME School. Involvement required its 50 members to commit 
for 10 months in 1967. This military tattoo travelled on two trains across Canada with 
two demonstration teams on each train. The show was a Hollywood-type production 
with a little bit of “ham acting” by the team members. Such scenarios involved the 
team dressed as hobos stripping or assembling the jeep while “cops” pursued them. 


One example was the team formed by the Maintenance Platoon in 1988 for the 
Airborne Regiment’s 20th Anniversary celebrations at CFB Petawawa. Keeping with 
tradition, the humorous scenario this time involved a UN driver leaving the vehicle 
unattended while a team of bandits whisked the jeep away. After a call for help, 
RCEME came to the rescue. The jeep was taken apart in 56 seconds and put back 
together and running in 90 seconds. It was so successful that the team made an 
appearance in the Nova Scotia Tattoo in 1989. 
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An EME 50th Anniversary Skill Team was formed to demonstrate skills and teamwork 
in the form of rapid disassembly and reassembly of equipment. Travelling over 21 O00 
kilometres the team performed at 12 locations and bases across Canada with three 
shows per location. Team members came from bases across Canada and from varying 
trades. This time, the team disassembled the jeep in 64 seconds and reassembled it in 
72 seconds. 


The “Jiffy Jeep” is a standard M38A1 Canadian general-purpose jeep (in service from 
1952 to 1984) modified specifically for the skills demonstration. For the 50th Branch 
Anniversary, there were detailed team instructions for the disassembly of the jeep 
(assembly being the reverse of the process). The major steps involved were: 


Phase 1: Hood, Radiator, Steering 
Phase 2: Remove Body 

Phase 3: Installation of Jack Stands 
Phase 4: Removing Differentials 

Phase 5: Removal of Front Jack Stands 
Phase 6: Engine Removal 

Phase 7: Tire Removal (Front and Rear) 


To ensure these phases were done in less than 90 seconds, the team made extensive 
alterations to the body, steering column, differentials, engine, and frame. The 
alterations included coloured markings and pre-drilled holes to speed up the 
processes. A manual was compiled which detailed the modifications and including 
photos. 


The “Jiffy Jeep” Team has always been important to the Branch as well as to the 
Canadian Forces. The team provided publicity to both the EME Branch and the CF. 
The demonstration informed the public of the presence and activities of the military. It 
was also a chance for Craftsmen to demonstrate Branch pride by demonstrating their 
skills and teamwork. 


Currently, at least one “Jiffy Jeep” is located in CFB Gagetown. This jeep performs 
yearly in the Nova Scotia International Tattoo in Halifax. 
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The RCEME Memorial Gates 
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The Electrical Mechanical Engineering (EME) Branch was formed on May 15, 1944. 
Originally the Branch was called RCEME and then later changed to Land Ordinance 
Engineering (LORE) Branch in 1968 and finally given its present name on the EME 
Birthday in 1994. The EME Branch has always been held in high esteem by the 
combat trades since EME is indispensable to them as a combat service support trade. 
Our history shows our valiant work in World War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, 
several peacekeeping missions in the 1990s and today we are working in Afghanistan. 
We are proud of the history and heritage that we stand on and with this also comes a 
history of great Esprit de Corps. Part of this comes from the symbols and memorabilia 
that we have to tell our story. 


The original EME School was located at CFB Kingston. The school has since moved to 
CFB Borden but our footprint still remains in Kingston. Everyone who enters CFB 
Kingston through the main entrance will pass through the RCEME Memorial Gates 
that flank the entrance. The idea for the gates dates back to July of 1950 when a 
competition for their design was announced in the RCEME Quarterly. A new school 
was to be built in Kingston and it was decided that a gate was needed. Everyone was 
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allowed to enter the contest with the only specifications being that the gates were to be 
18 feet (5.5 metres) long, eight feet (2.4 metres) high and made of wrought iron. The 
prize for a successful design was $25.00 and it is noted that in 1950 a great party 
could be had for that amount of money. 


Professor H.H. Madill of the University of Toronto judged the contest. It is unknown 
whether there were no designs deemed good enough for being built or if something 
else occurred but no prize was given out and no gates were built. The submissions 
that had been received were returned to their owners in June 1951 with more 
complete specifications. 





It is unclear what happened with the contest from this point on but one story that 
seems likely is that the first gate was actually designed and built by a blacksmith at 
the RCEME School in Kingston by the name of Sergeant Varley. Unfortunately for 
Sergeant Varley the gate experienced a violent end when a truck caught it and ripped 
it from its foundation. The gate was laid to rest and a new gate had to be designed. 


The present gates weren’t designed until 1961 but these gates still exist today. These 
gates were designed by the RCEME Corps Association and consisted of brick walls, 
shrubs, plants, bushes and trees on either side of the entrance. The entrance of the 
gate is indicated by a bronze memorial plaque, which is dedicated to “The memory of 
the officers and men of the RCEME Corps who have given their lives in the service of 
their country.” The gatehouse, centrally located, divides the roadway into the base. 


In order to erect these gates, the corps association worked to raise the funds 
necessary. The money came in from both regular and militia units from individuals 
who were serving and retired. In October 1961, the gates were unveiled by the Colonel 
Commandant of the Corps, the late General A.G.L. McNaughton PC, CH, CB, CMG, 
DSO, CD. 


Page 15 


The Rose Bowl 





The Rose Bowl with an accompanying scroll was donated to the Corps of RCEME by 
General the Honourable Andrew McNaughton on 18 March 1964.General Andrew 
McNaughton was born on 25 February 1887 in Moosomin, Saskatchewan. He 
attended school at Bishop’s College in Lenoxville, Quebec and studied engineering at 
McGill University in Montreal.General McNaughton enlisted in the militia in 1909 and 
went to Europe at the outbreak of World War I as part of the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force. With his science and engineering knowledge, he made significant contributions 
to advancements in artillery. Specifically, he helped perfect the technique of rolling 
artillery barrages, which was instrumental to the victory at Vimy Ridge. By the end of 
the war, he was Commander of the Canadian Corps artillery. After the war, General 
Andrew McNaughton decided to enlist in the Regular Force in 1920. He was later 
appointed to the position of Chief of the General Staff in 1929. In 1935, General 
McNaughton became president of the National Research Council, a position he held 
until the outbreak of World War II. 


In 1939, General McNaughton led the Canadian Army into World War II until he was 
forced to resign his command in 1943 due to the conflict with the Minister of National 
Defence, James Ralston, on the issue of conscription, which McNaughton was against. 
However, General McNaughton’s ideas on a volunteer army corresponded with Prime 
Minister McKenzie’s views. In 1944, General McNaughton was named Minister of 
National Defence after James Ralston was forced to resign over the conscription crisis. 
The issue soon came back to haunt General McNaughton and he was soon pressured 
to call for conscription despite the Prime Minister’s views. In 1945, McNaughton was 
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forced to resign his position, as he did not win a seat in parliament. After the war, he 
served on various committees and appointments; most notably he served on the 
United Nations Atomic Energy Commission and as Canada’s Ambassador to the 
United Nations.General McNaughton died in 1966.The Rose Bowl was presented to the 
Corps of RCEME in Kingston Ontario as part of a formal presentation. The one 
condition that was given with regards to the bowl was that if the Branch should one 
day be disbanded, The Canadian Council of Associations and Corporation of 
Professional Engineers should be given the opportunity to take possession of the bowl. 
The Rose Bowl is currently located in the foyer of the Headquarters building of 
CFSEME. The bowl is inscribed with the following: “In commemoration of the first two 
decades of the Corps of Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers and to express 
faith and confidence in the continued service of the Corps to Canada.” 
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RCEME Corps History 





“The Corps of Royal Canadian Electrical and Mechanical Engineers” represents the 
first official historical document that consolidates various sketches of the units within 
RCEME during the Second World War. The book found in the CFSEME Heritage Room 
is one of three identical versions published in 1967 by Lieutenant-Colonel R.H. 
Hodgson, CD. The three documents were printed with a different cover; one blue, one 
red and one gold. This was meant to represent the original colours of RCEME. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Hodgson served as an RCEME Officer during the 1950s, when he 
first was invited to compile a history of the Corps. The original concept for this 
publication was to portray a sketch of the different units that made up the RCEME 
during the Second World War. This history was taken from numerous archives, which 
consisted mainly of single pages on which unit formations dates, activities and 
disbandment details were indicated. These archives came from many varied sources 
dealing with the formation of RCEME. The work itself is a chronological collection of 
the Corps of RCEME during the Second World War up to 1946. The publication is 
divided into six distinct parts; part one includes data concerning the formation of 
units within RCEME, part two contains selected unit histories, part three describes 
the actual formation of the Corps of RCEME, part four is divided into four parts which 
go into detail on the organization of RCEME and it’s role in Italy and the Canadian 
Army Occupation Force, part five describes RCEME’s participation in the North-West 
Europe Campaign and finally part six elaborates on RCEME’s involvement in 
Operation Eclipse, Military Government, and the Canadian Army Occupation Force. 


Over the years, the book (blue version) has been on display in the “RCEME Collection” 
in the Base Borden Museum, until it was sent to CFSEME and has since been encased 
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in glass, on a shelf within the heritage section of the school. As for the other copies, 
the Gold book is held at the DND Department of History and Heritage in Ottawa, and 
the Red book was reportedly kept by the original author and is still in the possession 
of his family.The significance of such a document in a historic sense is very important. 
This publication contains the details that lead up to the formation of RCEME on 15 
May 1944 but still contains numerous voids where records have been lost. The 
document has been studied over the 60 years of it’s existence and preserved by 
historians of the EME Branch, namely Colonel (Ret’d) M.C. Johnston who has used it 
as a reference in two of his own works on the EME Branch. The original copy has been 
transcribed into two volumes, which are meant for general use. Major D. Knight is 
another EME historian who is presently working on a project to digitize Lieutenant- 
Colonel R.H. Hodgson’s publication in order to make it accessible while preserving the 
original text. This project is being conducted by EME Association volunteers working 
at the library of the Canadian War Museum and should be completed in 2007. 
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The Last RCEME Flag to Fly in Kingston 





In 1943, the Royal Canadian Ordnance Corp (RCOC) was reorganized to match that of 
their British counterparts, REME. In 1944 when RCEME chose its own flag, it was 
decided that the Canadian Flag would remain the same as that of their British 
counterparts, vertically trisected, with the sole distinguishing characteristic being a 
green maple leaf in the centre of the flag. The colours selected were blue, yellow and 
red, which represent the three main Corps, which formed RCEME. The colours 
displayed have their own significance; blue represented the RCOC, yellow stood for the 
Royal Canadian Army Service Corp (RCASC) and red represented the Royal Canadian 
Engineers (RCE).This design caused some confusion with the French and Belgian 
flags, so in 1946 these colours were changed to a horizontal trisection, and the colours 
were re-designated as royal blue, gold and scarlet. On 1 June 1970 the RCEME School 
left CFB Kingston in order to relocate to CFB Borden where it merged with the 
Canadian Forces Aircraft Trade School to form the Canadian Forces School of 
Aerospace and Ordnance Engineering. This flag was donated by Chief Warrant Officer 
Campbell, the last RSM of the RCEME School at Barriefield. 
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The EME Rock 





The EME Rock is found in the Orderly Room at CFSEME HQ. It is a “Curling Rock” 
made from the discarded piston of a Centurion Tank and painted in the EME colours. 


The use of the EME Rock began in 1973 when CFSEME tried to bestow onto students 
the importance of cooperation, managing resources, and being effective and efficient in 
military conduct. Like the EME Rock, many of these lessons still survive at CFSEME 
today. 


The concept of the curling rock came about during a weekly O-Group where the 
officers at CFSEME decided that they needed to present the DGLEPM, Brigadier 
General Reid, a gift at the upcoming EME Curling Bonspiel, as he would be the 
honourary guest. It was eventually decided that an unusable piston from the engine of 
a Centurion Tank would be “forged” into the “EME Rock,” or as it was known in 1973, 
the “Director General’s Stone” which bears the inscription: 


THE EME ROCK 


AUTHORIZED USER: TOP DOG (CHIEF SKIP) OF THE EME BRANCH CURATOR 
CFSEME 


Since its creation, it has been customary to pass it along to the DGLEPM, a tradition 
that has continued for over twenty years. 
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The First LORE Flag raised in Europe 





The LORE flag was based on the RCEME flag, which consisted of three colours. It was 
trisected horizontally from top to bottom with dark blue, yellow, and red. The colours 
represented the three corps that made significant contributions to the Corps of 
RCEME. Dark blue signified the RCOC, yellow the RCASC and red the RCE. LORE was 
created in 1968 during the unification of the Canadian Forces. At that time many 
members of the Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF), the Royal Canadian Navy (RCN) and 
other army corps joined LORE. In recognition of the former RCAF members a fourth 
light blue stripe was added to the flag. The first of the newly designed LORE flags was 
presented to 202 Workshop Depot on June 3, 1977. This final design is still flown by 
the EME branch today. 


Located at Regimental Company CFSEME, the flag shown in the above photograph 
was the first LORE flag to be flown in Europe. It was raised on the first of June 1978 
at Base Maintenance Canadian Forces Base Lahr, Germany. Mounted in a wooden 
case, the flag was presented to CFSEME by Captain G.W. Patterson. It represents the 
creation of the Land Ordnance Engineers and the unification of the Canadian Forces. 
This flag is one of the first flags from the modern EME era, and is an important part of 
Branch heritage. 
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Christine 
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Christine is a 1954 Dodge 3/4 Ton 4 x 4 Power Wagon used until the recent closing of 
UNDOF in the Golan Heights. Christine was originally used as a welding truck for the 


Canadian contingent UNEF II in Egypt. She received her name as a tribute to a former 
Commanding Officer’s wife named Christine. 


Although her whereabouts before Egypt are unknown, she had always been a UN 
vehicle and some believe that she had spent some time in the Congo. Originally 
outfitted in America with a straight six engine, she now runs with a slant six. Master 
Corporal J. Desroches drove “Christine” from UNEF II (Egypt) to UNDOF (Golan 
Heights) in 1979. Upon arrival in the Golan Heights she was red in colour and referred 
to as “The Red Baron”. Over the years Christine had undergone many repairs but was 
finally condemned. To defend her from the UN scrap yards, the RCEME troops in the 
Golan Heights salvaged, repaired and restored her. RCEME, LORE, and EME 
personnel continued to use her throughout her time in the Golan Heights. A morale 
booster for the troops stationed there, Christine, accompanied by Warrant Officer 
Digger, would meet every rotation that arrived, carefully carrying incoming soldiers’ kit 
to their new quarters. She was used as an administrative vehicle and, on occasion, 
towed a welding trailer for in camp repairs. In 1999, she was rebuilt from scratch for 
the 25th Anniversary of UNDOF and now can be seen in all her splendour bearing the 
current EME colours and insignia. On the closure of the mission in the Golan Heights, 
Christine was moved to her current location in the Recovery Section at Vehicle 
Company, CFSEME. 
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Warrant Officer Digger, CD 





During the early 1990s during the Canadian involvement in the Golan Heights, a dog 
born in or near the camp was found and adopted by EME technicians. Over the years 
he was “promoted” through the ranks culminating in his promotion to Warrant Officer 
in 2003. Spending over 12 years in location, he was always found riding as a 
passenger in Christine. At the end of the mission in the Golan Heights, Warrant Officer 
Digger, CD moved to Canada and spent the last years of his life in Winnipeg under the 
comfort and care of Master Corporal Belbin. On 9 Jun 2006, Master Corporal Belbin 
was forced to take Digger for his last trip to the veterinarian. 


Like Sadie and Christine, Digger is well known by many of our technicians who have 
served throughout the years in the Golan Heights. His presence has done much to 
enhance the Esprit de Corps of the EME Branch. For this reason, it was decided that 
Warrant Officer Digger, CD should have a permanent home within the EME world. 
Warrant Officer Digger, CD is currently in preservation. 
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Colonel A.L. MacLean’s Tunic 





Colonel A.L. MacLean joined the Canadian Forces and was commissioned to the rank 
of Lieutenant in July 1941. He served in Europe during World War II and later was one 
of the first officers to be sent to Indochina with the International Control Commission 
in 1954. While Colonel MacLean was employed as an Associate Professor at the Royal 
Military College (RMC), he established the Department of Mechanical Engineering. On 
7 September 1965 he was promoted to the rank of Colonel and appointed 
Commandant of the RCEME School as well as head of the Corps of RCEME. He retired 
in 1973 and two years later was appointed the Colonel Commandant of the LORE 
Branch. He was the second LORE Colonel Commandant and occupied the position 
from 1975 to 1979. 


Colonel MacLean’s tunic was donated to the CFSEME Heritage room by the REME 
Museum. It is believed that the family gave the tunic to the REME Museum when he 
passed away. His tunic is adorned with LORE collar dogs and nine ribbons. The 
decorations from top to bottom and left to right are as follows: 1939-45 Star, France 
and Germany Star, Defence Medal (silver), Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with 
Overseas clasp, War Medal (silver) with Mention in Dispatches, International 
Commission for Supervision and Control (ICSC) Medal, Canadian Centennial Medal, 
Queen Elizabeth II Silver Jubilee Medal and the Canadian Forces Decoration with 
Canada Bar and two additional clasps. Two decorations that he received after his 
retirement that are not on the tunic are the Canadian Corps of Commissionaires Long 
Service Medal with an additional clasp and the Canadian Peacekeeping Service Medal. 


Colonel MacLean’s tunic symbolizes his remarkable contributions to both the 
Canadian Forces and the EME world. 
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Honour Roll (Book of Remembrance) 





The EME Branch Honour Roll recognizes the efforts and sacrifices of fallen members 
of the maintenance community that served between 1939 and 1993. It comprises a 
scroll and four albums, which are arranged alphabetically. Each of the 353 honoured 
people who gave their life in the service of Canada or the UK during the above 
mentioned time period have their own dedicated page. The original scroll and albums 
are now proudly displayed at Regimental Company of CFSEME. 


The Honour Roll was presented to the Branch in Ottawa on 20 January 1994. Each 
page features a picture of the gravesite being visited by a regular, reserve or retired 
Craftsman. The creation of this remarkable document reflects the efforts of a Branch 
that cares. In addition, it deeply touched the more than 100 Craftsmen who visited the 
gravesites. Their efforts and those of many, who meticulously researched the names, 
produced the photographs and the pages for the albums were of paramount 
importance to the development of this historical document. 


Colonel (Ret’d) M.C. Johnston wrote, “A regiment’s honour roll records the highest 
contributions to a regiment’s traditions. From it, a soldier learns pride in belonging to 
his/her regiment and wearing its badge.” By recording the great sacrifices of fallen 
Craftsmen, the EME Branch is able to recognize and remember the factors that led to 
its evolution since even before its inception. It also serves as a reminder that any 
Craftsman can be called upon to make the ultimate sacrifice for the good of the 
country. 


As of 15 November 2006, the original Honour Roll is located at Regimental Company 
CFSEME. Copies of the Honour Roll are at the RCEME Gates in Kingston, and the 
Base Borden Museum. There are also copies of the scroll at the 11 Service Battalion 
Museum (Victoria, B.C.) and the Museum of the Regiments (Calgary, AB) 
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The EME Commemorative Monument 





The “Monument to Canada’s Craftsmen — The EME Commemorative Monument,” is 
located outside CFSEME HQ. It is made of black and red granite and commemorates 
50 years of the EME Branch supporting the CF. 


Artists across Canada were approached to submit proposals for the design of this 
monument. The instructions were simple - the monument had to be: made of a lasting 
material; artistically pleasing; militarily accurate; able to blend in with the 
surrounding site; and be readily identifiable with the EME Branch. 


Once a design was chosen, site preparation began on 13 August 1993 with an official 
sod turning. That fall the foundation was laid, and by spring of the following year, the 
granite blocks were set in place. The official unveiling of the monument was 15 May 
1994 as the finale of the 50th Anniversary Celebration Weekend. 


The funds for this monument were raised by the EME Branch and Branch 
Associations. 
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The rear inscription on the monument reads: 
CANADA'S CRAFTSMEN 


The Corps of RCEME was formed as a separate engineering corps of the Canadian 
Army on 15 May 1944. Members of the new corps were drawn from the Engineering 
Branch of the Royal Canadian Ordnance Corps. Those from other corps joined in the 
years after the war in 1968. As a result of integration, RCEME was disbanded and 
most of its members were combined with the Mobile Support Equipment technicians 
of the Royal Canadian Air Force to form the Land Ordnance Engineering Branch. The 
Branch name was changed to the Land Electrical and Mechanical Engineering Branch 
in 1984 and to the Electrical and Mechanical Engineering Branch on 1 January 1994. 
For the past 50 years, they have kept their identity as Canada’s Craftsmen, and have 
proudly provided support to the Canadian Forces. Their reputation as soldiers, 
technicians and engineers is reflected in their motto. 


‘ARTE ET MARTE’, BY SKILL AND BY FIGHTING. 
15 May 1994 


90 YEARS OF SERVICE 


Canada’s Craftsmen distinguished themselves in battle in the Italian campaign, the D- 
Day landing in Normandy, Northwest Europe, Korea and in the Persian Gulf. They 
have served in all theatres in World War II, throughout Canada in the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization and on most United Nations peacekeeping missions. 


TIME CAPSULE INSCRIPTION 


Enclosed in this capsule are mementos commemorating the first 50 years of Canada’s 
Craftsmen. It should be opened in 2044 for the 100th Anniversary of the RCEME 
Corps. 


ARTE ET MARTE 15 May 1994 
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Conclusion 


Though our roots can be traced back to the First World War and beyond, it was on 15 
May 1944, that units of the Engineering Branch of the RCOC united to become the 
Corps of “Royal Canadian Electrical and Mechanical Engineers,” and so the EME 
Branch was “born”. The formation of RCEME was due to the fact that the Army was 
becoming more dependant on its guns, radios, radar and vehicles, and technicians 
were needed throughout the battlefield in order to provide the repair, recovery, design, 
and modification resources for the equipment and to ensure that the equipment was 
ready for battle. Through the years since our founding, very little has changed in this 
tasking. EME technicians have been found at all levels providing maintenance. 
RCEME was there providing maintenance support through the unification era when in 
1968, it was disbanded, and the new LORE Branch was formed when we combined 
with the Air Force MSE Ops. Technicians provided support though Korea to Vietnam 
and well into the Cold War. On the front lines and at home, EME soldiered on and 
provided maintenance and recovery assets through our 40th Birthday when the 
Branch name changed to Land Electrical and Mechanical Engineering (LEME); and 
into the Balkans where in 1991, we adopted our current bilingual cap badge. On our 
o0th birthday our name was changed once again Electrical and Mechanical 
Engineering (EME) Branch. Though the years have seen some changes, some things 
have remained the same. 


Arte et Marte! 
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